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ALBANY CONVENTION CENTER AUTHORITY 

SPECIAL MEETING DRAFT MINUTES 

Albany Capital Center, Room 2-C 

September 14, 2017 
 

ATTENDEES 

Members: Megan Daly; Steve Lerner; Michele Vennard; Michael Skrebutenas; Assembly Member John 

McDonald; Brad Rosenstein; George Penn; Sarah Reginelli. Others: Duncan Stewart, Al Sorrentino, Bob Ryan 

 

CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Meeting was called to order at 10:30 AM and a roll call was taken by Interim Chair Daly.  All Members were 

called by name and noted as present.   

 

BUSINESS REPORTS 

Chair Report – Ms. Daly welcomed the public, and briefly reviewed the purpose of the meeting, the 

background on the former convention center site and the ACCA’s purpose and mission.  

  

Ms. Daly then asked Mike Yevoli from Empire State Development (“ESD”) to commence with the presentation 

of a Downtown Albany Planning and Feasibility Study commissioned by ESD.   

Mr. Yevoli introduced his team and had ESD’s lead consultant, CHA begin the PowerPoint presentation of two 

possible mixed use development opportunities for the former site owned/controlled by the authority.  The 

Consultant team consisted of: CHA, Hamlin Design Group, BJH Advisors, TL Metzger, and KB Engineering.     

            Questions & comments from the ACCA board, Staff, and Counsel were received by the Consultant team 

following the presentation, having to do with aspects of the development, how it could be phased, certain 

economic benefits, and implementation.   

 

During the presentation by the ESD Consultant Team clarifications were requested by the ACCA Board:  

Assembly Member McDonald:  

Is Trailways being developed or recommended for demolition?  

A: The existing building does not lend itself to what the study has identified as a residential use and it is 

suggested for removal. 

 Status of Greyhound Parcel?   

A: Not in study but renovation will enhance overall site 

Is residential component achievable?   

A: Yes, based upon the demand information provided by CAC as part of this Study. 

Does the residential component include affordable units?  

A: Not specifically but could be. 

Ms. Reginelli:  

Is the massing and programming market driven? And is there flexibility?  

A: Yes and Yes, as the Study presumed to offer guidelines and allow for flexibility in both design and 

use. 

Mr. Skrebutenas:  

What exists environmentally and historically at this site?   

A: Complete record exists as this was the former site for the convention center along with programming 

and planning info to reduce future development costs. 
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Ms. Vennard:  

Other than theaters, has there been any consideration given to other attractions?   

A: This is a massing approach and anything can be included based upon need.  

 

Mr. Rosenstein:  

Does the team have a preference, Concept 1 v. 2?   

A: Either works well because it is neighborhood based that respects the historic street pattern.  

Depending upon the interest of the development community the plan be adjusted.   

 

Mr. Lerner:  

In a perfect world one developer might be preferred but may not happen, in the end will this all tie 

together?  

A: By developing a master plan, the site can be developed in phases   

 

Ms. Daly asked ACCA Counsel to address the legal options available to the ACCA regarding the ability of the 

Authority to develop or transfer the properties.  

Mr. Ryan indicated that the ESD Study could be helpful to the ACCA, however, the Authority is limited and 

has no ability to develop the site itself as it is not within its legislative purpose to do so.   

 

The presentation concluded and Ms. Daly addressed Board Members individually to comment on the 

presentation, concept, and possibility of transfer:   

 

As a disclosure to the Board, Ms. Reginelli reminded the Board that she serves as the President of Capitalize 

Albany Corporation (“CAC”).  Ms. Reginelli indicated the historic importance of this site and expressed interest 

in the concept on behalf of Capitalize Albany Corp (CAC), confirmed by the recent letter to the ACCA from 

CAC, and notes the critical importance of the site, and for it to be developed in a responsible and timely 

manner.   

  

Assembly Member McDonald notes that this project will require significant support and asks if the disposition 

process would be different if a private developer were to express interest?  Mr. Ryan indicated that a disposition 

to a private developer typically would require publicly advertising for bids whereas a negotiated transfer to a 

public entity would allow the property to be transferred for below FMV and provide more assurance that the 

property would be re-developed in accordance to a comprehensive plan and in the public interest, since the 

ACCA has no control post transfer.   

 

Mr. Skrebutenas asked about the ACCA control of development and if it is related to statute.  Mr. Ryan 

explained that the development of the property is outside of the scope of this Authority.   

 

Mr. Skrebutenas expressed concern for a timely solution to avoid delay and the possibility of ‘warehousing’.  

Mr. Ryan indicated that while more review is needed, initially the suggestion to transfer to a public entity by a 

negotiated disposition could best assure a timely outcome and the possibility to achieve a best use for the 

properties.   

 

Ms. Daly noted that the development could still involve private developers.  Mr. Ryan concurs.   

 

Ms. Daly notes that there is a consensus for this Board to arrive at a decision for the disposition that is in the 

best interests of all.  

 

Assembly Member McDonald asks ACCA Staff about the history of any development interest.  ACCA Staff 

confirms that there were two previous requests for interest issued with limited response, possibly related to the 
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approach, offering that a negotiated transfer accompanied by the concept before this Board could create 

opportunities for multiple private sector developers working with a public entity.     

 

Ms. Daly confirms that this is the first seeing of this Study by the ACCA Board and that body, ACCA Staff and 

Counsel will need time to review the contents and implications.  Ms. Daly compliments the ESD team for its 

efforts on behalf of the site. 

 

Ms. Daly then requested public comment:  

      

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD   
Comments were received from: NYS Assembly Member Patricia Fahy, Former Albany Common Council 

Member Dominick Calsolaro, Chris Miles; former Director Albany Institute of History & Art (AIHA), and 

Historic Albany Foundation (HAF) member, & Mark Aronowitz with Omni Development; paraphrased and 

summarized as follows: 

 Hon. Patricia Fahy; NYS Assembly 

o Exciting report with great potential; 

o Willing to work with all of the team; 

o Need transportation solution even if not in project/scope; 

o Trailways: Save as “art decoish” example and should be saved; 

o Look to include cultural institutions: Children’s, Firefighters’, and Irish Heritage Museum; 

o Connection to Slater and entrance to the City; 

o Why no incubator space to attract “Millenials”? 

 Former Albany Common Council Member; Dominick Calsolaro 

o Post report ASAP 

o Transfer properties ASAP to an entity that can develop the site 

o Develop E-Comm. 1
st
 

o Office space needed for “high tech” uses 

o Need parking solution 

o Dog park needed: build with project 

o Create a historic entrance/cross over to river/welcome center 

o Need to highlight this area as important historically, Ft. Orange, Liberty Park and Hudson River 

o Need a holistic approach 

Ms. Daly offers clarification that the report will be posted on the ESD website and Mr. Yevoli of ESD indicates 

that the report is final. 

 Chris Miles; AIHA & HAF Member 

o Save Trailways, preserve #48 

o Develop greenspace but make sure that it is maintained and by whom in advance 

 Mark Aronowitz; Omni Dev. 

o Excited to see plans; 

o Parking is important as well as greenspace 

o Class A office exists in downtown and is available with the amenities for high tech  

(directed to D. Calsolaro)  

o Class C office is largely vacant and generally vacancy rates are due to a lack of parking 

Question: was this study coordinated with Albany Parking Authority?   

 

Mr. Conway, with CHA consulting team acknowledges that the APA Parking Study was underway and 

considered as part of the ESD scope. 

-End of Public Comment Period- 
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A motion was made by Mr. Skrebutenas, seconded by Ms. Reginelli for a temporary adjournment from the 

open session; unanimously adopted. 

 

The Chair re-opened the public session by calling the meeting to order, and requested a motion to go into 

Executive Session.  

 

A motion was made by Mr. McDonald, seconded by Ms. Reginelli to go into Executive Session to discuss a 

proposed sale of real property where such discussions would affect the value of the property if occurred in 

open session, unanimously adopted 

 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

While in Executive Session, no actions were taken other than to return to Public Session. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Skrebutenas seconded by Mr. Lerner to close Executive Session and return  

to Public Session; unanimously adopted. 

 

Upon returning to Public Session, no actions were taken other than to adjourn this Special Meeting of the 

ACCA 

 

ADJOURN  

A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Skrebutenas; seconded by Mr. Penn; unanimously adopted. 

 

 

Next Meeting Date & Time: 

September 27, 2017 

Audit & Finance Committee at 3:30 PM with the regular Quarterly Meeting to follow immediately 

Capital Room, Albany Capital Center 

55 Eagle St. Albany, NY 
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